AMERICAN LITTORAL SOCIETY (ALS)
26 A West 9th Road, Broad Channel, NY  11693  718-474-2643    alsbeach@nyc.rr.com    Fax: 718-318-9345    

IMPORTANT PROCEDURES AND HELPFUL HINTS
For the International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) in New York State

PLEASE READ CAREFULY
* Your cleanup site is publicized. Expect calls from volunteers who want to help. 

* Obtain a permit and arrange for trash pickup.  Recycle what you can.

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS: MOST Important!

* Advise volunteers to bring work gloves, sunscreen, insect repellent, and water and to wear a hat and closed toed shoes (no bare feet). 

* Be prepared with a First Aid Kit.  

* Direct young volunteers not to pick up needles -- they should ask an adult to help. DO NOT put them in the trash bag.   Place needles and syringes in a container with a secure lid (i.e.: coffee can).  Use caution.  Attach label: “MEDICAL WASTE”or “SHARPS”

BEFORE YOUR CLEANUP
* In order to maximize the cleanup and raise the consciousness of marine pollution, set up a table with materials and posters.

* Each participant must sign the Volunteer Sign-In sheet individually (a leader may not sign for the group).  This will ensure that the waiver has been read.

* Provide pencils for your volunteers.

* A clipboard or stiff cardboard for the data card is helpful.
* For an effective cleanup do a general briefing: This is the 26th year for this global event. People all over the world are cleaning the trash on their shores this month.  By documenting the trash we find we are able to follow pollution trends.  Cataloging the type, amount, weight, and location of debris found during the cleanup provides information vital to identifying sources of the trash.  This is the priority of the ICC and it’s what makes it different from other cleanups.  The data is used to create long-term solutions and to improve citizen education programs about the problems caused by marine debris.
* Stress the importance of recording debris accurately.  Pick up all trash you find; record only the items on the data card. Refer to the Data Detective Poster, an excellent resource for instructing volunteers on how to use the ICC data card and to ensure volunteers are identifying debris items correctly.   

* Show volunteers how to use tick marks to record debris items -- words such as “lots” and “many” are not useful for data analysis and they cannot be counted.     

* Divide volunteers into groups of three: one holds the trash bag, one picks up, one records.                 
CLEANUP REPORTING      

* Estimate the length of your cleaned shoreline (linear only, not area) in miles or fraction of a mile, 
* Weigh or estimate the weight of bags of debris (suggestion: use a small bathroom scale, mount the scale with and then without the trash bag, subtract, and there’s your math lesson!) Include estimated pounds. of large items (i.e. car parts, construction materials, etc.)

* Summarize your group’s data cards on the TWO SUMMARY CARDS.  

****TWO IMPORTANT STEPS ****

1.  Immediately after the cleanup email alsbeach@nyc.rr.com.  Report your site, county, number of People, Pounds and Miles (PPM) so we can respond immediately to media inquiries.
2.  MAIL IN THE ADDRESSED ENVELOPE PROVIDED ASAP, 

•  2010 NYS Beach Cleanup REPORT

•  2 Summary Cards (it is no longer necessary to mail one to Ocean Conservancy) Do not send  the data cards.  They are to be used for your summary.
•  Volunteer Sign-in Sheet

    .  

RECORD YOUR CLEANUP
* We are looking for action photos of your cleanup and copies of any media coverage. Send them to us for inclusion in our Annual Report, press releases, newsletter, etc. To send digitally, email to  donriepe@aol.com. Be sure to identify the site and the beach captain’s name.  We also would like participant’s impressions of the cleanup via drawings or essays (and there’s the Art and Language component of the Cleanup!).

* To help us fund the NYS Cleanup for your group, be sure to credit American Littoral Society when you talk or write to the media.  The American Littoral Society is your sponsoring and coordinating organization in New York State.

* Our goal is to raise the consciousness of the public regarding trash.  The message is to help people understand that they play a major role in controlling shoreline pollution and that their responsibility is to educate others regarding ‘human trash’. Thoughtful and appropriate disposal is the answer.  

* To be sure your results are counted return the Summary Cards and your Report immediately after your cleanup.

Your Generous Help Makes This Event Successful.

Thank you!
Helpful Hints 2011.doc                                                                                                                                  
Helpful Hints 2011.doc                                                                                                                                                     

